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his earlier Manichaeism; and he who would realise
its extraordinary religious power has only to read
the Confessions, in which St. Augustine constantly
returns to the language of Plotinus whenever he has
to speak of the all-pervading presence of God.

So much for the form of the intelligible world,
but what of its content ? The intelligence, Plotinus
answers, contains all things in their ultimate ideas.
It thus contains in itself a real difference and multi-
plicity, which yet, because of its ideal character, offers
no hindrance to the unity of its life. We find in it
all the manifold kinds of being, each showing its
distinctive quality, yet maintaining such perfect
relativity to the rest, that they all are seen to be
organs in one great organism. This conception of the
transparent unity or perfect interpenetration of the
ideal forms that constitute the intelligible world is
anticipated by Plato; but what is characteristic of
Plotinus is that this world is regarded not merely as a
system of ideas or forms or even such a system as
related to one "mind, but rather as a system of vnnds,
all of them embraced and contained in one supreme
mind.1 The infinite Spirit is thus the living principle
of an organic world of spirits, who * live and move and
have their being' in him: and while each of these
spirits maintains its separate identity, they are idl

1This was suggested by Plato, as we have seen (VoL L p. 588T
seq,), but it is in Plotinus only that it is fully developed.               :